AiBeBdm ents to the claims: 

Rewrite the eiaiitis as set forth below. This listing of claims replaces ail prior versions 
and listings of clanns in the application: 

1. (C'lyrently Amended) A video graphics module comprises: 

a pliirahty of video graphics pipelines, wherein each of the pliirahty of video graphics 
pipelines is operable to process a corresponding image layer and wherein one of the plurality of 
video graphics pipelines processes a foremost graphics image layer and the video graphics 
p"i.hit^ ^ >-}v. e a ) o^^v^-i ihc i.o.ic po idni> imasv, n-c^ ! tcl '.vH 
e.K/ le o>,e^ -n. g.>^^ vs 5uiOiV_._„\e'_'.n_d .he s.oi.v--| xix iv; m ..c I o ' > o.o ^^'\ 

v.f.v. s V.V O , si V U ^ .i ill 

a blendirig niodiiie operably coupled to the pluraHty of video graphics pipeHncs. wherein 
the blending ui(.>duic ss o]^>rabloji'_i}lciij c->^^-' - > i , ,> ^ . o^'n^> k- c^^-^- . ■ ihe 

corresponding image layers in a predett-iinred hlcnih'.g (udor f.v.er\v c cy- - •''vC''':.vv>.ave 
M^ilded Jinai^e^iu^ intennediaie blended ig-iagc yi th ihe ioi\^n]osi gny^ihi i.:s i rnage 

[aver, to produce an output image having tlie ibremosi___grapbies image layer blcmled in a 
foremost position with respect to the other con-esponding image layers with negligible U)ss of 
uio<-^ a on ot dK i a S.OI .spondnu m gv. mas i ^ _ ^ ' ^ ' '> 

" >• ^ ^ :i -? un ^xy.^ i.' iKXi OS \\ ' \^ >h i vy_y<>_ . 

2. (Oarrently Amended) The video graphics module of claim K Vviierein the 
blending module is i)perable to i-slciid ihc corresponding image layers iu a predeicnuincd 

blending and alpha blending. 
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3. (CinTcntly Amended) "Fhe video graphics module of ciain) 2, wiiereiu the 

wherein the alpha blending is perfbrraed using orse of a plurality of pixel depths, 

4. (Currently Amended) The video graphics module of claim 2, wherein the 
l?l.v?A)ding..mpdalejs,o^^ blending 

N . ^ - ^ ! \^ ore ot a p jial ot p!\c dcptas 

5. {C:a,ncei!edj 

6. (Currently Amended) The video graphics module of claim 1, whereirs the 
blending module further comprises a first mixing module and a second mixing module, Vv-herein 
the fi-si mi\;rg \ioduie n -< . ^ op e . • . \> vix at least two of the corresponding nnage 
layers to produce a-s^- dic intermediate blended image, and wherein the second mixmg module 
i4fct^s-"is..cy2eraWe_jO^^ foremost grap hics image layer with the intennediate bleiided 
image. 

7. (Currently Amended) The video graphics module of claim 6, wherein the first 

mixing module iiirlher comprises: 

a first input for receiving one of the at least two of the corresponding nnage layers; 

a second input for receiving another one of the at least two of the corresponding image 
lave^sdayers: 

a blending module operably coupled to blend the at least two of the corresponding image 
layers based on an alpha calculation using a specified alpha value; and 

an alpha value calculation module operably coupled to the blending module, wherein the 
alpha value calculation module generates the specified alpha value based on at least one of a 
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global alpha value, a per pixel value associated witii at least one of the at least two of the 
corresponding image layers, and a blending mode selection. 

8. (Currently Amended) The video graphics module of clain-s 6, wherein the seeond 
mixing module further eoraprises; 

a first mpui fV)r receiving the intermediate blended image; 

a seeond inpiil ibr receiving the rbremost grfipiiks iiriage layer; and 

wherein the blending module is operable to blend the iiiienriediate blended image and the 
tbreniost image layer based on a mixing selection to produce the output image. 

y. (Original) The video graphics module of claim 1, wherein each of the 
corresponding image layers has a color base of at least one oh an RGB color base and a YUV 
color base. 

10. (Currently .'\mended) The video graphics module of claim 9, wherem the one of 
the plurality of video graphics pipelines that is pHH;es-si-j>g- - op erable to process the ii)remost 
^. )i> 'nuge ^ ^ s jic .aO'C lo y.o^ j.~-v ^ ia^t " le'■^n^v _^ • ,,\ 

layer having the RGB color base and a second foremost image layer having the YUV Ci)lor base. 

11. (Currently Amended) The video graphics module of claim 9, wherein the 
pmu.rx o V ocv ^.ptlnes v .v n tv o ^Vv>vCsv the vOTScsp nor^s,, m\iLe hoe 

K *' ooitv ^o'u\-*<>s .Tig ic^u. > i_ t > nv ba-^e, 

and whereh' the blending module further comprises: 

an RGB blending module operably coupled to produce tiie output image having the IKjB 

an RGB to YUV conversion module operably coupled to convert corresponding irnage 
layers to have the YUV color base, and 



a YUV blei:di?-!g module operabiy coupled to produce the output image havir.g the YU V 
color base iH^t ^ '-,\.->ed d\ Icwi un the corresponding image layers having the YlJV color base. 
12. (Currently Amended) A video graphics m.odule comprises: 

a video graphics pipeline module operable to process at least one image layer~~-t^~&H^--& 



a baidvvare cursor pipeline operable to process a cursor image; 
j b ufn:!!: and 



1 >^ d vf 'spv ib -vC iplci to ti(. via>.o u 1 ^ i< ic 

u ! c s I cl K c I t ^, h CiUl ^ <w 1 c o d 

c u ^ c 1 K n I iv. it k ->t )i V i i^e hs V i 1 v c sv ' U 

div \ K I ! w*. T -vui^ he V ii^o n ! »c dpi i ' ^ lOvc j vi ^ 

vv ) t> 1 S vSp*. 1 ill ^ U Ui,t. 1 ><. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. ({"urrently /\mended) Hie video graphics module or claim ■i-.tli, v-,4iereiii the 

^ ^ iK » V. . \ Ci V. U iv •^^ 'Iv. t IV \ -^ 

. spc^!ii.d V f'^w h-^i I I V 1 1 ilpha value, and 
N % N e . vnie 1 p UK^Lt\ oM"^.^eK1o^>t^s 

15. (CanceHed) 

1 0. (C^arreiuly AmendedS 1 he video graphics moduie oi clann 1 2. whereni the at least 
ore unage ia\e" nAiudes a pkirdiu of image layers, nherejr the bknJmg cnve.U !S 
pc.abio lo Ken> no plurahiy of nr ages lasers and die cursor uiv.igo la.^e; :n a preocsennined 



blending order, wherein the predetemiined blending order Ibrthcr comprises blending at. least 
two of the plurality of iinage layers to produce an intermediate blended image, and subsequently 
blending the cursor image layer with the intermediate blended image. 

17. (Currently Amended) T1ie video graphics module of claiiii 16, wherein the 
blending circuit iiiriher comprises a first mixing module and a secoiid mixing module, wherein 
the first mixing 1 .( duxi, s ^o-^^.A^t^^U ^ICid t.se a le 's of the pluraHty of image 
layers to produce the ■ntenncdiate blended image, and wherein the second mixing i-jiodule hlcMs 
iLyiMyfii-C l^LMsid-the cursor image layer with the intermediate blended image. 

18. (Original) The video graphics module of claim 17, wherein ihe lirst mixing 
module further comprises: 

. ust s -^ci \>i iCvC'v.Pi: meo the at iea^t ottK I'uahtx oi n a»t !a>er^ 

a sCvOFv ..pi^ .V. Tv.e,..s.nu anomci onv . le ai 'Ccsi *v^.> .ne "-h^ i'-- -.i di,», 

savers: 

<. . e dmg x^K)d 'e oper ei npied n Die id the r easi t^> > vhe ^ h \x\ t% of 
iMi la\v.iN i-^t . o.. i. alpha caki saaon u-^mg a spL.tn'cQ a pha !i e, a .a 

a^ 'pic. \cJuv. caLaiat on module vpciubix ^.oapIcO tv^ tv clc^ioing u.odulc, 
hv' c 1 K vih5:\. \ alue caieulation nx duk^ ge. e.aies "b^ spwCiiicd .pS-a ^ aluvd v sea (> i at ea-^v 
o < i a jlobai a*r">a \a. 'c a pe pi e' value associated AUh it c>.s i rc ot J e at \<i< ^\\< 
the miage lavers. and a rion-alpna biend mode. 

,1 uruiVU Vmended) "he s dco gTaph.u-^ M(H>.'k ot v..am. " ^ J ..esn t.ic sovon i 
mixing module runner eomnrises: 

bl^t X x** < e^er mg >oe \He -"nedvUe t lenvi^d m aue 
a second input fiir receiving the cursor image layer; and 

Uik,K.O,„.6M,ba, 



a biendiiig module operable to alpha blend the intennediate blended image and the cursor 
image layer to produce the output image. 

20. (Cun-ently Amended) The video graphics module of claim 12, wherein the 
blending circu-it further comprises; 

a tirst input for receiving the at least one image layer; 

a second input tor reeeiving the cursor image layer; and 

.a,.biendiiig module operable to alpha blend the at least one iniage layer and the cursor 
image layer to produce the output image. 

,21. (Original) The video graphics module of claim 12, wherein the at least one 
image layer and the cursor image each has a color base of at least one of: an RGB color base and 
a YUV color base. 

22. (Caucelied) 

23. (Currently Amended! The video graphics module of claim 21, wherein ihe video 
g.vWiv^ pioe'^uc ^ s ^^ .^ ope Mc o |\OJ.e^^ the at least one ursage layer lo have the llCiB 
color base, wherem the hard^vure eur^o' Jipd ae < > v > ^^ jc cursor 
image to have the KGB color base, and wherein the bkntlmg iriodule furtlier eonipnses; 

an RCJB blending module operably coupled lo produce the ouiput image having the liGB 
color base; 

an RCIB to YUV conversiori module operably coupled to eonven the at least one unage 
layer and the cursor image to each have the YUV color base, and 

a YUV blending module operably couplai to produce the output iiiiage having the Yl..fV 
color base from the al least one image layer having the YUV color base and the cursor image 
having the YUV color base, 
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24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the memory 
further comprises operational iristrac'dons that cause ilie processing module lo, when the alpha 
blending mode iiidicaies using the global alpha blending value, retrieve at least one global alpha 
value rrom a general alpha register. 

26. (Previousiy pfesented) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the nieniory 
mriher coinprises operadonai instructions that cause the processing module to, when the alpha 
blending mode indicates using the per pixel alpha blending value, retrieve at least one 
coiTcsponding per pi.xel alpha blending value from an image layer input 

27. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the memory 
iunher comprises operational instmctions that cause the processing module to, when the alpha 
blending mode indicates using the key alpha blending value, retrieve an alpha key indication 
irorn a keyer, wherein the keyer generates the alpha key indication from at least one 
corresponding per pixel alpha value associated with an image layer input. 

28. ((Currently Amended) A video graphics data blending circuit comprises; 

^ ^ ^ a i.s^ \uW giaph.vs )spc 'he ^ v d ^ 

c r > s. \,\^> .-'.-•^ ..o r .Cv^puno iC_£j>'-i uy-;o •vv > )c, >> v 

irame butter: 



; 5 ;i second \Hlet graphics pipelme operabh' lo produce 'i secoiU! nua 
^o;5', ^P'->^KLng,oe\.-nv. uuagc L>>cr cata iU-ir 1-:c a"^ k\\-t v) ee hame K r:e i. 

iLdiiTd,,_yk]ei.>_,|a^ 
«i;IKS pond IB a graphics image data from the at 1 east o n e train e b u irbr ; 
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a blendirig module operably coupled to blend the first and second image layers based on 

) pi ) ] < S U SpC i J ll llv^l I K <. 

5 i \ i X <,! 1 11 1 il ">Xl l^^K (. Ip !. )lt. I * L V i t ! 

M-) I I 11 n i ik ^ti Uc t1 c spc 1 cd li^h Us. I bi 0 xt ! st i 



i I a 



^ I 1 KL^ ip ICS 1 ")kl c t ^ ■! t.i Ic 

I u i I t J xki I u nw) is s i-n c 1 it ret i ) t s -^II 
1 K \ n iK. ht i ! t X (.1 s t-i. 1 to 

kev result, and 

^iU S c if V. Ip J S ! S I ^ u piu -!< k<_ 1 1 ]i- ^ 

based on the color key result. 

.>(). Ji)riginal) I'he video graphics data blending circuit or chxini 2aS. wherein ihe 
blending module mrther conipnscs tlmiware for performing the blending of ihe iirst and second 
image layers using a prensuhiphed alpha blending process or a non-prcmuliiplicd alpha blendmg 
process. 

31. (Originai) The video graphics data blending circuit of ciauTi 28 {iirlher 
cosnprises a Iirst multiplexor operably eoupled to the first input and a second multiplexor 
operably coupled to the second input, wherein the first rauitipiexor is operably coupled to receive 



CHiCAGO/;?! 650936 



9 



a plurality of image layers and to output the first image layer and the secoiid multiplexor is 
operably coupled to receive the plurality of image layers and output the second image layer. 

32. (Original) Tlie video graphics data blending circuit of ciaim 31, wherein the 
alpha value ealeuiation module foriher comprises fimiware that provides contr(»l inf()rmation to 
the first and second rnidtipicxors such that tlie llrst multiplexor outputs the first image layer and 
die second multipiex<)r outputs the second image layer. 

33. {C^urrenily Amended) An apparatus fox determining an alpha calculation mode, 
the apparatus comprises; 

a blending module operative to: 

Te<^.^^ N ^ X ^ a lus< \m ue ia^ u I <>■ ^ * 's-" u o t. a| L 

'tv^ 1 ^"e"^va."^eh /'e\ 

cvs. sc V s s I ^ecoi d mige'aveii pa < Ic^ v J tie 's' 

m aev a^e^ u <. ^es.<.ind Md-co guiphub p'poh ^ ..c ^ ' nOv <\ ^ .^os 




a oroeessmg module; ant; 

niC'Do'^ l)cu cOv>»led to lae psocessmg mov.^'aie s^ae^e^) ' r'seMi^v >^ oies 
)>e'a Ox «i i^'-n i >ns Jiat c^v'se ^Ik prvK^.'^sn g o od Je to sa) Jctciinne ^ ^.p'a l e^xlirs, 
uo('». iio 0 a 0 Uicj^ V xrotL' eiem caeh oi Pie ^ uut t-s o. srodes .o '| ord^ to >" Icis 
one of utilizing a per pixel alpha blending value, utilizing a global alpha blending value, and 
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utilizing a key alpha blending value; ih) obtain blending infcnnation based oii the alpha 
blending mode; (c) generate a corresponding blending value based on the blending informcUion; 
and (d) provide the corresponding blending value to tbe h ert . v v . 

< ^ ^ ^ ^ _e 

\\ herein the hlendiug module iy sbnlier operable io blond die inieniKdiuie biondcd htuu^c 

\ ' V ^ ' .V ! V s ^ ^ . 1 m ^ o 1 o oi c ,>v V • ' ^ 

r > i! ^ s I '(^'^ ^ ' I k i. it ^ 
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